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’ﬁ California Farm Bureau Federation

James C. Eller, Manager
Governmental Affairs Division
1127-11th Street, Suite 626
April 2, 1993 Sacramento, California 95814
Telephone: (916) 446-4647

Mr. éxig J. Parker
Department of Environmental

Management
601 Texas Street
Fairfieid, Calitdynia 94533

Dear Mr. Parker:

The California Farm Bureau Federation appreciates the opportunity to comment on Solano
County’s notice of preparation of a negative declaration relative to Use Permit Application No.
U-92-24/RP-92-02.

This proposed project by Mega Sand, Inc. to annually dredge, screen and stockpile 3.2 million
cubic yards of sand for re-sale on Decker Island seems to beg for review under the California
Environmental Quality Act. Furthermore, the location of the proposed development within the
statutory definition of the Primary Zone of Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Public Resources
Code Section 29728) clearly demands such environmental documentation. We believe an
environmental impact report is vital to the county’s ability to substantiate the mandatory
written findings as required by Public Resources Code Section 29765. As strong supporters of
the Delta Protection Act, we must respectfully urge your review of and compliance with all of
the provisions of Division 19.5 of the Public Resources Code.

Thank you very much for your consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,

ion and Land Use

ce: “Ross Sargent, Interim Director
Delta Protection Commission

Carolyn Richardson, Director
Department of Environmental Advocacy
CFBF Legal Services Division

Jackie Stewart, President
Contra Costa County Farm Bureau



ve San Francisco Bay Association

April 5, 1993

Mr. Brian J. Parker

Solano County

Dept. of Environmental Management
601 Texas Street

Fairfield, CA. 94533

Dear Mr. Parker:

We have received notification of a Draft Negative Declaration for a dredging
operation to be conducted in part on IJecker lsland. We find the information
provided in the Draft Negative Declaration to be insufficient to determine the
nature of the impacts of the proposed project.

Amang other things, the Draft fails to identify the current nature of the
proposed stockpiling site and fails to describe the length of time the operation
will continue. Therefore, no determination can be made as to the project's
impact on flora and fauna at the proposed site, nor can any determination be
made regarding the temporal impacts of the project. In addition, no
information is provided regarding the nature of the sediments to be
stockpiled, nor of the impacts on water quality, (i.e: turbidity), of the dredging’
operation itself.

In light of the above deficiencies, adoption of a negative declaration at this
time is inappropriate. We request complete enumeration of these and other
impacts in order to make an informed assessment of the environmental
impacts of the proposed project.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns,

Very truly yours,

Mare FHolmes
Program Director
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MT. DIABLO AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 53
WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA 94506

S April 1993

Mr. Bryen J. Perker, Planner - Solano County
601 Texas St.
Fairfield, CA 94553

Dear Sir:REApp*U-92-24

Mega Sand Co's. application for a permit to sand mine Decker Island is

under consideration. You have proposed a permit be issued on the basis of a
Negative Declaration.

This proposed project must NOT be permitted to proceded on the basis of a
Negative Declaration. Mega Sand proposes to mine 3.2 million yards of sand
from Decker Island.. Such activity will have effects on water quality.

Such a massive project must NOT be permitted unless end/or untill the
Regional Water Quality Control Board, US Fish and Wildlife Service and the

California Department of Fish & Game have done deteiled revews of the
proposed project.

We assert there are at least 20 species of wildlife on the island and
among such the Great Blue Heron, said to be nesting on the island.

Under the circumstances the project must NOT be permitted to procede on
the basis of the existing Negative Declaration.

‘f‘ot,j‘

A. B. McNabnhey

Vice President-Cons
cc :US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Dept. of Fi
Sonoma Audubon, Conservation Committee

@ Printed on 100% Racydled Papat



Department of

Environmental Management

601 TEXAS STREET
FAIRFIELD, CALIFORNIA # 94533

COUNTY OF SOLANO

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
DRAPT NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The Solano County Environmental Review Committee has evaluated the
project described below and has determined that a draft Negative
Declaration of environmental impact be prepared pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act.

Use Permit Application No. U-92-24 / RP~92-02 of Mega Sand to
dredge sand from the Sacramento River between 6.5 & 14.2 using two
suction dredges and pump sand onto Decker Island for screening and
stockpiling for re-sala. Mine approximately 3.2 million cubic
yards per vear of sand, excavate and dike a 30 acre sediment
settling basis on Dackar Island to neet State return sediment
settling basis on Decker Island to meet State return water quality
standards, Associated site work to prepare storage area and
installation of processing equipment. Located on the Sacramento
River and a 473 acre parcel on Deckar Island southwest of the City
of Rio Vista on the Solanc / Sacramento County Line.

Copies of the envirommental document are availlable for public
review at the Solano County Department of Environmental Management,
601 Texas Street, Fairfield, cCalifornia, 94533, written comments
on the Negative Declaration will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on
april 5, 1993.

Daily Republic
Legal Ad - One time
Wednesday March 3, 1993
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Gary A. Beeman
777 Moraga Road
Lafayatte, CA, 94540
(510) 284-2802
FAX (610) t84-2883

Spacimizing In Witdilte Status and Monltaring Fleld Surveys

April 2, 1893

Mr. Ross Sargent
interlm Director

Delta Protection Commlesion
Aoom 4035

State Capltol Building
Sacramente, CA. 95814

Dsar Mr, Sargent,

As per your request, we have revlewed the Notice of Preparation of Draft for Negative
Ceclaration of Envirenmental impact pepared pursuant to the Callfornia Environmental
Quallty Act with Use Permit Application No. U~82-24 / RP-92-02 of Mega Sand In Sclano
County. It 1a our opinion, before sny permit lssuance be granted, that a complate
biclogleal Impact survey be condutad to determine the possible negatlve Impact of this
project on native flora and/or fauna, It was noted that many wildiife species of special
concern, threatensd, or endangered were not mentioned in the original dratt. The

following is a partial list of those potentlal wildlife species not mentioned that shoutd be
addressed |In impact and flald survays:

BIRDS

Least Bittern (Iaxobrychus ewilis) (rookery site) ~ CSC
_Short-sared Owl (AMo {lammeus) (breeding) - C8C
Tricoloraed Blackbird (Agedaius ricodon) (nesting colony) = ST
Bank Swallow (Ripava sparia) (nesting colony) - CSC, 2
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicufania) (burtow eite) — CSC

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANSG

Slivery Legless Lizard { Anniella puichia pudchia) - CSC
Paclfic Pond Turtle (Clemmys mouncaata) - C8SC

California Tiger Salamander (Améystoma californiense) - CSC, 2
Callifornia Red-legged Frog (Rana aurona daaytonié) - CSC, 2
Glant Garter Snake (Thamnophis gigas) - ST, 2

MAMMALS

Pallld Bat (Antrozous paitidus) - CSC
Sulsun Shrew (Sorex owtatis Mnuosus) - CSC, 1



UNITED
[ ANGLERS
OF CALIFORNIA

2530 SAN PABLO AVENUE
SUITE #D/ BERKELEY
CA 94702 / (510) 845-3533

April 2, 1993

Brian J. Parker, AICP

Department of Environmental Management
County of Solano

601 Texas Steet

Fairfield, CA 94533

Re: Mega Sand Use Permit Application No. U-92-24 / RP-92-02
Dear Mr. Parker:

United Anglers is the state’s largest fishery conservation
organization representing some 80,000 anglers across the state
dedicated to saving and restoring our state’s once prolithic
fisheries. We would like to advise you of our concerns regarding
the potential impacts which could occur if the Mega Sand project is
permitted without an appropriate environmental impact report.

We anticipate that mining some 3.2 million cubic yards of sand
per year in the area near Decker Island could negatively impact a
number of species currently listed and protected by the state and
federal endangered species acts. While we are concerned for all of
these species and those which may soon be listed, we are most
apprehensive about the potential project impacts on the Sacramento
winter-run Chinook salmon and the Delta smelt.

We are also very concerned about the impact this project could
have on the striped bass fishery as its newly spawned young migrate
through the proposed project area, and how this project will affect
the quality of the environment on Decker Island. For all of these
reasons we urge you to comply with the California Environmental
Quality Act and other appropriate state and federal laws prior to
permiting this project.

Sincerely,

John Beuttler
Executive Director

cc:  Congressman George Miller
State Senator Pat Johnston
State Senator Michael Thompson
John Sullivan, DFG Deputy Director
John Turner, DFG Environmental Services
Wayne White, USFWS Ecological Services
Roger Walcott, NMFS Santa Rosa

a:msp.sc



INSECTS

Valley Eldarberry Longhorn Bestle (Desmocerus califownicus dimorphus) - FT
Delta Green Ground Beetle (Elaphaus virdis) - FT

Delta June Bestle (Polyphylia stellata) - 2

Antloch Dunes Anthicld Beetle (Anthicus antiochensis) - 2

Antloch Sphesid Wasp (Philanthus nasalis) - 2

Antloch Andrenld Bee (Perdita scitula antivchensis) - 2

Antioch Mutilld Wasp (Mywmosuda pacibica) - 2

Antioch Cophuran Robberfly (Cophure hurdi) - 2

Antioch Efferian Robbverfly (Efferda antiochi} - 2

Sincerely,

oy Ao

Gary A, Besaman



